Polymerase chain reaction for the identification of Bordetella pertussis and Bordetella parapertussis.
The polymerase chain reaction (PCR) for the detection of Bordetella pertussis and Bordetella parapertussis DNA in clinical samples was well documented by recent studies. Different regions in Bordetella pertussis DNA have been successfully used as targets for this method by various authors. In this work we report the usefulness of the PCR assay also for speciating Bordetellae isolates in those cases where the biochemical and serological tests gave inconclusive results.